Does light pollution affect the deep reef?
Of the various ecological niches in which stony corals are able to establish themselves, the Mesophotic Coral Ecosystems (MCEs) are where ambient light is most limited [1] as a result of their great depth (>30 m). In view of the global shallow-water coral-reef ecosystem degradation, MCEs are gaining increasing interest [2] . Hence, in terms of these issues, due to the relatively low light intensity at those depths, we assume negligible effect on coral physiological and photosynthetic coralreef scientists and managers [2] [3] . This is because they are linked both physically and biologically to their shallow-water counterparts, and thus have the potential both to be refugia for shallow coral-reef taxa and to be a potential source of larvae that could contribute to the resiliency of shallow-water reefs (i.e., the Deep Reef Refugia Hypothesis (DRRH); [4] . Hence, in terms of these issues, due to the relatively low light intensity at those depths, we assume negligible effect on coral physiological and photosynthetic processes. Nevertheless, the ability of artificial light to penetrate into the mesophotic water column [5] and the ability of the deep reef to serve as a refugium for shallow species and vice versa, should be farther examined. Indeed, studying the effect of the light pollution phenomenon on the connectivity between shallow and mesophotic reefs [6] , may lead to findings that will need to be taken into account in the future.
